Study Philippians
5

The Servant King

Introduction

In this study we focus our attention on Philippians 2vs5-11, the truly
magnificent hymn about the Lord Jesus Christ and His example of humility
and service. The passage has been described by one writer as the most
important section of the letter to the Philippians. Certainly it serves as a
key element in Paul’s appeal to the Philippians to live lives that are worthy
of the gospel and that are devoted to gospel partnership. By setting Jesus’
own example before them, Paul highlights Jesus’ attitude or mind-set as
the critical element in living renewed lives. Rather than a self-centred,
grasping mindset, Jesus’ attitude was that of humble strength, sacrificial
service and confident trust in the goodness and justice of God. What a
challenge this is to us and what a blessing this Christ-like attitude would
be both within the church and the world.

Study Questions
(These questions should be answered from the text)

Read Philippians 2vs5-11.

1. In what way does verse 5 serve as a link between the exhortation in
2vs1-4 and the hymn in 2vs6-117?

2. What does 2vs6 teach us about the deity of Jesus Christ?



3. What did Christ refuse to do? (Note the element of choice in what Paul
says)

4. What did he do? (Note the steps in Christ’s self humiliation)

5. What did God do in response to Christ’s action?

6. What is God'’s purpose in exalting Christ?

Think it Through

1. What have you learnt from this passage?

2. In what way has your attitude been challeneged?



